NOVENA TO THE HOLY SPIRIT

The Bible begins by telling us that God’s Spirit hovered over the water and breathed life into creation as it sprang into being (Genesis 1:1).

The Bible ends by the invitation of the Spirit to “Come, let all who are thirsty come that may have the water of life” (Revelation 22:17.

The Spirit of God, united with the Father and the Son is the one who inspires and brings to being the renewal of our life. The Holy Spirit does not only act through our prayer but by opening to us the way to new life the Spirit invites us to discover new paths by deepening our relationship with God and with each other.

As members of the Spiritan Family, we feel a particular affinity to the Holy Spirit. We sense that we have been brought together as the Congregation of the Holy Spirit.

We look forward each year to the great feast of Pentecost when Christians celebrate the outpouring and gift of the Spirit of the Risen Jesus.

We can prepare for this feast by the traditional form of preparation that is the novena. Nine days of prayerful reflection on the Word of God to open our hearts to welcome the Holy Spirt into our lives, our mission and our relationships.

I would like to thank Ronan Barry, Michael Kane and all who have helped to produce this wonderful resource to help us prepare for Pentecost but which also can be used at any moment of the year.

[bookmark: _GoBack]May we discover through our prayer and openness to the Spirit the voice of Christ which invites us to respond to the Gospel in the world of today.
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