Concluding Song: This Little Light of Mine
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Chorus:

This little light of mine,

I'm going to let it shine.

This little light of mine,

I'm going to let it shine.

This little light of mine,

I'm going to let it shine,

Every day, every day,

Every day, every day,

Gonna let my little light shine.

On Monday, he gave me the gift of love; 
On Tuesday, peace came from above.

On Wednesday told me to have more faith;

On Thursday, gave me a little more grace.

On Friday, told me to watch and pray

On Saturday, told me just what to say,

On Sunday, gave power divine

Just to let my little light shine. (oh)

Chorus

Now some say you got to run and hide.

But we say there's no place to hide.

And some say let others decide,

But we say let the people decide.

Some say the time's not right,

But we say the time's just right.

If there's a dark corner in our land,

You got to let your little light shine. 

The Beginning of the School Year

Let Your Light Shine
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The Lord is our light.

Lift him up and let him shine through you!

ENTRANCE SONG: Down to the River to Pray
INTRODUCTION

This is the Mass to begin our school year. In it we pray for each other, and for the whole school. We'll be asking God's help with our study, our friendships, our sport, our hobbies, and with everything that is part of our school.

We might feel a bit afraid of the coming year, especially if it's an exam year, or if we feel we don't get on too well in the class.  Or we can feel very confident and glad to start again.  No matter what, we put ourselves before God and ask his help in the coming year. 

And we start by being grateful.  There are many things to be grateful for in this group.  Pause for a moment now and think of something you are thankful for just now..... And then think of what else in your life you say thanks for.  Be thankful for your interest in and your enjoyment of sport, or art, or writing, or dancing, or whatever.  Be grateful for your health, your intelligence, your body, your mind.  Be grateful for your friends; for your teachers.  For being part of this school; even though there are always things we don't like about school, there's a lot we'd miss if we weren't here.

PENITENTIAL RITE

As we being our mass, we ask God's forgiveness for our faults and failings, for our sinfulness and particularly for ways in which we needlessly hurt each other:
I confess to almighty God 

and to you, my brothers and sisters, 

that I have greatly sinned, 

in my thoughts and in my words, 

in what I have done and in what I have failed to do, 

through my fault, through my fault, 

through my most grievous fault; 

therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, 

all the Angels and Saints, 

and you, my brothers and sisters, 

to pray for me to the Lord our God.
COMMUNION REFLECTION
What will this year bring?

We do not know;

It will bring its usual times of work and play,

Experiences of success and failure,

All the things that are part of school life.

It is a new beginning;

The planting of a seed that will grow for a year,

The seed of fruit that will blossom in times to come.

It is new hope;

Hope for good work, for successful results,

For friendships, for fun, for learning.

In this coming year, may there be learning, prayer and fun.

May there be hard work, faith and friendship.

May no one in this school be lonely;

May no one be left out in class;

May no one suffer through the others here.

As we begin this year in hope, in prayer and in friendship,

May the Lord begin it with us, be with us during it,

And successfully bring it to its conclusion.
Concluding Prayer
Lord our God, bless us as we begin this school year together. Let our light shine in this coming year and help us share the love, kindness and compassion of God in our school. We make this prayer through Christ our Lord. 
Amen

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL
Let us make our prayers to God, as we pray at the beginning of our school year:

Look after us Lord, during this coming year; help us live in this school as a Christian community.  Lord, hear us.

We pray for all who work in this school – our teachers, Principal, Deputy Principal and all the office and cleaning staff. Bless them all and their families. Lord hear us.

We pray for all past pupils, for those who left last year; we remember especially those who are sick, unemployed or in any sort of trouble.  Lord, hear us.

For any of our school who have died:  Lord have mercy on them and welcome them home to heaven.  Lord, hear us.

We pray for anyone that is new to our school especially the first years. We hope they will be happy here and find plenty of friends. Lord hear us.

Let us pray:

Help us Lord, to use well the talents you have given each of us.  Help us bring them to our studies so that we work to the best of our ability.  May all in this school feel valued, for who we are in your sight.  May all we do and learn be in your service, and in the service of love, both now and in the future.

We ask this in the name of Jesus our Lord. 

OFFERTORY SONG: Amazing Grace
OFFERTORY PROCESSION

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS

Lord God, accept our gifts and see the goodness of your people who offer them to you. Free us from the influence of evil in our lives by the power of Jesus who is Lord for ever and ever.

Amen.
GLORIA 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace to people of good will. 

We praise you, 

we bless you, 

we adore you, 

we glorify you, 

we give you thanks for your great glory, 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

O God, almighty Father. 

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 

you take away the sins of the world, 


you take away the sins of the world, 

receive our prayer; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 

have mercy on us. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. 

Amen.

OPENING PRAYER     
Help us, Lord, at the beginning of our school year.  Help us in our work and in our friendships.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen 
First Reading - Ephesians 3:14-21

We look ahead to another year.  Our first reading is a prayer of St Paul for people he taught.  He prays that we grow strong in different areas of our lives.  We make this prayer our own today.

A reading from a letter of St Paul to the Ephesians

This then is what I pray, kneeling before the Father: In the abundance of his glory may he, through his Spirit, enable your inner selves to grow strong, so that Christ may live in your hearts through faith, and then, planted in love and built on love, with all God's holy people you will have the strength to grasp the breadth and the length, the height and the depth: so that, knowing the love of Christ, which is beyond all knowledge, you may be filled with the utter fullness of God. Glory be to him whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or image; glory be to him from generation to generation in the Church and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen.

The word of the Lord

Responsorial Psalm:  Psalm 36

A prayer of trust for the coming year

Response:  Be our light, Lord God, in the Days to come.

If you trust in the Lord and do good

Then you will live in the land and be secure.

If you find your delight in the Lord,

He will grant your heart's desire.  R.

Commit your life to the Lord,

Trust in him and he will act,

So that your justice breaks forth like the light,

And your cause like the noon day sun.  R.
Gospel  Mark 4:35-41

When we look to another year, we don't know what's in store, will it be a happy year, a difficult one?  The gospel is a story of trusting in the presence of Jesus as he was present in the apostles' rough times, so he is present with us.

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark

With the coming of evening that same day, Jesus said to them, "Let us cross over to the other side." And leaving the crowd behind they took him, just as he was, in the boat; and there were other boats with him. Then it began to blow a gale and the waves were breaking into the boat so that it was almost swamped. 

But he was in the stern, his head on a cushion, asleep. They woke him and said to him, "Master do you not care? We are going down!" And he woke up and rebuked the wind and said to the sea, "Quiet now! Be calm!" And the wind dropped, and all was calm again. Then he said to them, "Why are you so frightened? How is it that you have no faith?" They were filled with awe and said to one another: "Who can this be? Even the wind and sea obey him".

The Gospel of the Lord
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